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LIGHT 
Northern “In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from 

above the tabernacle, they would set out; but if the cloud did not 
lift, they did not set out – until the day it lifted.  So the cloud of the 
LORD was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud 
by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel during all their  
travels”  ~Exodus 40: 36-38 
 
Dear Partners in Ministry, 
Are we there yet?  Any parent will tell you that 
they have heard this question called from the 
back seat of the vehicle any number of times, 
and not only on the longer car rides.  Parents 
learn pretty quickly to prepare their children 
for the extended trip; gathering toys, games, 
and books, a favorite pillow, movies, whatever 
they can find to keep the children busy for the 
duration of the journey.  Because without a sense of time or  
distance, children need to be given context, or other cues as in, 
“We will not arrive before supper time” or “We will be there  
before dark.”  Such preparation helps the children be more  
resilient to the demands of travel.  Knowing they will be in the car 
for awhile helps them settle in for a longer journey. 
 
I wonder, if the Israelites had been more prepared for their  
wilderness wanderings, if that would have helped.  The book of 
Exodus is full of accusations of being a “stiff necked people” as 
they complain about the conditions of their journey and never  
getting an answer to their incessant question (which isn’t actually 
recorded, but may as well have been) “Are we there yet?” 
 
The Israelites didn’t arrive for 40 years.  And while the actual 
question is not explicitly recorded, what we do have is a record of 
their disobedience, their complaining and doubts, the challenges of 
leadership, the lack of acceptable food and water, the weariness of 
the journey, and how people had trouble getting along.  And yet, 
in the midst of all of this, all the griping and angst, the  
overwhelming witness of the book of Exodus and what is  
interwoven throughout this journey story, is the immediate, close, 
and faithful presence of God.   
 
God travels with the Israelites, guides them, even feeds them.  
During this journey, the Israelites enjoy a relationship of intimacy 
and care with God, unequalled anywhere else in the whole history 
of salvation.  I think of Charles Dickens’ words, “It was the best 
of times, it was the worst of times.”  It was the worst because  
people struggled and suffered.  There was uncertainty.  There was 
pain and death.  But it was also the best of times as God’s  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Israelites, we will arrive a different people than 
when our journey began. 
 
But we are a resilient people, striving for patience 
and faithfulness in these wilderness days.  Know that 
God travels with us, guiding us, sustaining us in our 
weariness.   
 
Again, I ask you to seek out the blessing that is in 
these days.  God is ever present, ever faithful, and 
will bring us to that day when there is an answer to 
the question, 
“Are we there 
yet?”  For now, 
the answer is 
no, not even 
close.  Settle in 
for a longer 
journey.  But 
we’ll get there, 
and we’ll get 
there together. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Bishop Katherine Finegan 
 

 
Transitions 

 
Thanks to Pastor Dave Van Kley who completed 
his work as interim at Bethany, Escanaba.  Pastor 
Terry Frankenstein continues the effort beginning 
April 1, 2020.  God bless their new partnership. 
 
We welcome Pastor Tommy Richter who began 
his call at Zion, Manistique on May 1, 2020.   
Through the wonders of technology, Pastor Richter 
began his call remotely, from Minnesota with plans 
to move to Michigan later in May.  We celebrate 
with the people of Zion Lutheran and welcome  
Pastor Tommy and his wife, Ann, to the Northern 
Great Lakes Synod!  
 
Thomas and Pastor Bre Kinnunen, and big sister, 
Maggie, welcomed Aurora Jo on Tuesday May 12 at 
3:11 am. Maggie’s new sister weighed in at 7 lbs. 5 
oz. and 20.5 inches long.  God bless their growing 
family!  
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presence was visibly and palpably with them.   
Despite all the complaining, never before or since 
were the people of God so utterly dependent upon 
God’s care and guidance. Their trust was out of  
necessity, but it was trust well placed. 
 
Our religious tradition is thick with wilderness  
stories and analogies.  Wilderness times are marked 
by uncertainty and pain even as they are  
synonymous with complete dependence on God, and 
a deepening of that relationship, borne of desperation 
yes, but do we not cling to God all the more fiercely 
when our need is greater?  The season of Lent is  
often likened to a wilderness time.  Or the journey of 
grief. Or a time of healing from an illness, or any 
other time of trial and tribulation.   
 
The Israelites wandered in the wilderness 40 years.  
Jesus was tempted in the wilderness 40 days. I  
suggest that this time of pandemic is also a  
wilderness time and a journey that is blessed with 
trust and dependence on God.   
 
Like any wilderness story, our current time is 
marked with uncertainty.  And as people of faith, we 
are blessed to once again and always depend upon 
the Spirit of God in Christ Jesus to sustain and guide 
us, weary travelers that we are. 
 
Because the difficult truth is, we are not going to 
“arrive” for some time.  We would do well to  
prepare ourselves and our children, our congregation 
members and our neighbors, to understand what it 
will mean to learn to live with this new virus until a 
vaccine is readily available, or until 60% to 70% of 
the population is immune.  Such preparation creates 
resiliency.  And we will need to be resilient to the 
demands of this journey else we start to gripe and 
complain and not get along well with each other. 
   
The lifting of government restrictions does not mean 
that the virus is no longer a threat.  Nor does it mean 
that life, and worship, can return to pre-pandemic 
rhythms.  Even as we are legally allowed to gather in 
groups of less than 10 and then less than 50, we and 
those we love are still at risk and precautions must 
be taken to protect the most vulnerable among us.   
 
Watch for the cues:  We will arrive when widespread 
testing is available, when tracking is possible, and 
ultimately, when there is a vaccine.  Like the  
Israelites, we do not have a map.  Like the Israelites, 
our arrival time is still far off.  And like the  



 

 
 
 

Northern Light Page 3 

“We are not all in the same boat.  We are all in the same storm. 
 Some are on super-yachts.  Some have just one oar.”  

-April 20, 2020 Tweet by columnist, Damian Barr 

 

Assistant to the Bishop/DEM, Pastor Jim Duehring 

“Are We in this Together?” 
 

 
 
 
This tweet is from the same person who penned a poem about the  
pandemic that is making its rounds on social media.  Here are some lines  
of that poem.  There is a lot of food for thought.  I’ve added some  
relevant bible passages in parentheses for your consideration.  
 
“I heard that we are in the same boat. 
But it’s not like that. 
We are in the same storm, but not in the same boat. 
(“For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their  
distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.  When the  
blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm...”  -Isaiah 25:4)  
 
Your ship can be shipwrecked and mine might not be. 
Or vice versa. 
For some, quarantine is optimal:  a moment of reflection, of re-connection.  
Easy, in flip flops, with a whiskey or tea. 
For others, this is a desperate crisis. 
(“The night racks my bones, and the pain that gnaws me takes no rest.”  -Job 30:17) 
 
For others, it is facing loneliness. 
For some, peace, rest time, vacation. 
Yet for others, Torture:  How am I going to pay my bills? 
Some have faith in God and expect miracles during 2020. 
(“Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he brought them out from their distress; he made the 
storm be still, and the waves of the sea were hushed. Then they were glad because they had quiet, and he 
brought them to their desired haven.  Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, for his wonderful 
works to humankind.”  -Psalm 107:28-31)  
 
Others say the worse is yet to come. 
So, friends, we are not in the same boat. 
We are going through a time when our perceptions and needs are completely different. 
And each one will emerge, in his own way, from that storm. 
It is very important to see beyond what is seen at first glance.  
Not just looking, more than looking, seeing. 
See beyond the political party, beyond biases, beyond the nose on your face. 
Do not underestimate the pain of others if you do not feel it. 
Do not judge the good life of the other, do not condemn the bad life of the other. 
Don’t be a judge.” 
(“Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. For with the judgment you make you will be judged, and 
the measure you give will be the measure you get. Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do 
not notice the log in your own eye?”  -Matthew 7:1-3)     
 
This distinction of being in the same storm of the pandemic but recognizing our own unique boats relates to 
the systems dynamics of fusion and self-differentiation.  



 

 

 

 
The very ubiquitous and universal nature of this pandemic draws us together.  The fusion forces are very 
real—to see the communality of the human spirit and the human struggle.  Many commentators use that 
phrase:  “We are in this together.”  I’m sure that I’ve used that phrase myself (see my previous article in 
Northern Light).   
 
There are touching stories of the selfless sacrifice of health care workers on the front lines of this battle.  
Caring for others, people are putting themselves at risk as they live out their vocations.  
 
We see the powerful fusion forces at work as we are drawn to each other—especially to those who are vul-
nerable and suffering.  The narrative is often spoken that we are in quarantine especially for the most vul-
nerable in society.  Genuine love has the power to draw us together.  
 
Yet, as time passes, and the pandemic lingers, there are understandable rumblings of self-differentiation 
and realization that we are not all in the same boat.  
 
A more compassionate perspective recognizes—like the sentiments found in the poem—that for some this 
quarantine is a blessing of self-reflection, almost a vacation from the fast-paced world before the  
pandemic; yet, for many, often those already at the margins of society, they can’t easily social distance and 
this is a desperate time.    
 
For some people in rural areas, they question the wisdom of government policy of strict isolation based on 
more densely populated areas.  Indeed, one could argue we are not all in the same boat, but the storm of 
this pandemic is no respecter of human contrived boundaries.  We see tragic flareups of the virus even in 
rural areas. Pray for all our leaders who are making extremely difficult decisions.  
 
The poem ends with these lines:  
 
“Let us not judge the one who lacks, as well as the one who exceeds him. 
We are on different ships looking to survive. 
Let everyone navigate their route with respect, empathy and responsibility.” 
(“And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.”  
-Ephesians 4:32) 
 
So, while the forces of fusion and self-differentiation can’t be avoided, humble thinking beckons us to seek 
respect and empathy along with our responsibilities to each other.  We must not forget that our actions do 
affect the lives of others even as we have to make our own decisions.   
 
Be kind to yourself and each other.  Seek sustenance in God’s  
Word.  The Psalms are particularly powerful as they express the  
full gamut of human emotions.  Read the Psalms which often  
speak of lament while also declaring God’s faithfulness.   
Psalms 23, 91 and 147 are great places to start meditating upon.  
 
No matter your perception of your own boat during this pandemic,  
God remains in your boat.  God’s love in Christ the Lord is certain.  
 
Grace and Health,  
Pastor Jim   
Assistant to the Bishop/DEM 
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Assistant to the Bishop/DEM, Pastor Jim Duehring 
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Fall Walking Together Events 
In hopeful anticipation that we will be able to gather  

in the Fall, please save the dates for your  
Conference Walking Together event!  Our time  
together will include Visual Bible Study, Faith  
storytelling, one on one training, and the joy of 

being the Church together in Christ.   
  

IGO Conference 1 at Salem, Ironwood 
Sunday, September 20 from 2-5 pm CT 

 
Copper Country Conference 2, location TBA 
Wednesday, September 2 from 5:30-8 pm ET 

 
Headwaters Conference 3 at Immanuel, Rhinelander 

Saturday, October 17 from 9-11:30 am CT 
 

Four Rivers Conference 4, location TBA 
Saturday, September 12 from 2-5 pm CT 

 
Menominee Valley Conference 5 at Porterfield 

Thursday, September 10 from 5:30-8 pm CT 
 

Delta Conference 6 at Immanuel, Escanaba 
Thursday, October 8 from 5:30-8 pm ET 

 
Three Lakes Conference 7 at Faith, Sault Ste. Marie 

Saturday, October 24 from 11:30 am-2 pm 
 

Superior Central Conference 8 at Immanuel, Negaunee 
Thursday, September 17 from 5:30-8 pm 

 
Daily Bread 

Matching 
Grants 

www.elca.org/dailybread 
While the ELCA has already allocated grant monies 
from this fund to hundreds of congregations,  there 
likely will be additional allocations made in the  
future.  You are encouraged to contact the ELCA on 
their website and get into the “queue”  for future 
Daily Bread Matching Grants.  Prince of Peace,  
Eagle River was a previous recipient of this  
matching grant.  

Save the Dates! 
Synod Assembly in 2021 is scheduled to meet  

at Gloria Dei, Hancock and Finlandia University 
May 13-15, 2021.   

 
 

Prayer for a Pandemic 
by Cameron Bellm (Krug the Thinker) 

 
May we who are merely inconvenienced 
Remember those whose lives are at stake. 

 
May we who have no risk factors 
Remember those most vulnerable. 

 
May we who have the luxury of working from home 

Remember those who must choose  
between preserving their health or making their rent. 

 
May we who have the flexibility to care for our  

children when their schools close 
Remember those who have no options. 

 
May we who have to cancel our trips 

Remember those that have no safe place to go. 
 

May we who are losing our margin money in the  
tumult of the economic market 

Remember those who have no margin at all. 
 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 
Remember those who have no home 

 
As fear grips our country, 

Let us choose love. 
 

During this time when we cannot  
physically wrap our arms around each other, 

Let us find ways to be the loving embrace of God to 
our neighbors. 

 
Amen. 

file:///C:/Users/Jim/Documents/www.elca.org/dailybread
http://krugthethinker.com/2020/03/prayer-for-a-pandemic/
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Lutheran Campus Ministry 
Grace, Gwinn 
Prince of Peace, Marquette 
Zion, Moran 

 
Lutheran Social Services 

Emanuel, Skandia 
 

Lutheran World Relief 
Calvary, Minocqua  
Calvary, Rapid River 
Mission United, Pelkie 
Prince of Peace, Marquette 
Salem, Ironwood 
Zion, Marinette 
 

NGLS Endowment Fund 
Faith, Ishpeming 
Orice Walters 
 

NGLS Leadership Support 
Messiah, Marquette 
Zion, Ironwood 
 

NGLS Mission Outreach 
Immanuel, Escanaba  

 
NGLS Seminarian Support 

Faith, Sault Ste. Marie 
Faith, White Pine Scholarship Fund 
Grace, Pembine 
Trinity, Ishpeming 
  

Skogman Scholarship   
Dirk & Sue Manson 
Bishop Dale & Jo Skogman 
 

Skrenes Fund for Ministry 
Rev. Gerald & Susan Anderson 
Bishop Tom & Luanne Skrenes  

 
World Missionary Support 

Grace, Pembine 
Mission United, Pelkie 

Adult Faith Formation 
Faith, Rock 
 

Answer the Call 
Roger & Kay Knuth 
 

Bishop’s Discretionary Fund 
Rev. Grant Van Lishout 
Rev. Lisa Ubbelohde 

 
Companion Synod Projects 
 Brian & Danielle Anderson 

Christ the King, Escanaba 
First, Gladstone 

 Ishpeming Kiwanis Club 
 Philip & Rene Johnson 
 Messiah, Marquette 

Salem, Ironwood 
St. Paul, Mass City 

 Our Redeemer, Newberry 
 St. Paul, Mass City 

Zion, Ironwood 
 
ELCA Disaster Funds 

All Saints, Wakefield  
Ascension, Minocqua 
Bethany, Amasa 
Bethany, Ishpeming 
Calvary, Minocqua 
Christ the King, Escanaba 
Emanuel, Skandia 
Grace, Pembine 
Mission United, Pelkie 
Salem, Ironwood 
Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner 
St. Paul, Ironwood 
Zion, Manistique 
 

ELCA Good Gifts 
Holy Trinity, Chassell 
Messiah, Marquette 
Mission United, Pelkie 
 

Lutheran Campus Ministry 
Bishop Dale & Jo Skogman 
Calvary, Rapid River 
Good Shepherd, Peshtigo 

Thank you to the following donors  
for their generous support of the work of Christ in and through our Synod.   



 

 

 

“God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store:  
nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, costly cross, grave’s shattered door...”  ELW #678 

 
In this time of pandemic, we are comforted and strengthened by these words.  We are blessed:  first, through 
Jesus’ death and resurrection; then by the love we share in response for all God’s gifts.  The  
congregations of the Synod have shared generously through the first third of the year, with both mission  
support and designated giving increasing.  Thank you!  This is undoubtedly a challenging time for  
individuals, congregations, and the Synod as we work to continue our mission faithfully and effectively.  We 
trust that the Holy Spirit will lead us though the path be unknown for we can be certain that God’s giving  
truly knows no ending.    

- Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 

As of 4/30 2019 2020 $ Change % Change 
Pledged Amount 807,474 796,322 -11,152 -1.4% 

Amount Received 225,146 235,170 +10,024 +4.4% 

Designated Gifts 38,057 40,381 +2324 +6.1% 
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Pastoral Vacancies and Interims  

Full-Time 
Mission United, Pelkie—Rev. D.J. Rasner 

Immanuel, Escanaba—Rev. Dennis Meyette 
Faith, Sault Ste. Marie—Rev. Melinda VanderSys 

Bethany, Republic—Rev. Don Ludemann 
United, Crystal Falls/Bethany, Amasa—Rev. Dave Johnson 

Bethany, Escanaba—Rev. Terry Frankenstein 
Grace, Gwinn—Rev. Warren Geier 

Zion, Allenville/Bethel, Cedarville—Rev. Renee MacLeod 
Our Savior’s, Marinette—Rev. Linda Forray 

Faith, Three Lakes—Rev. John Kuziej 
Community, Palmer and Suomi—Virginia Paulson, LLM 

Bethlehem, Florence—Rev. Avery Carr 
Bethany, Mohawk—Rev. Peter Vorhes 



  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayfaithfully  
 

NGLS Daily Devotions Schedule 
 June & July 2020 

1029 N. Third Street, Suite A 
Marquette, MI  49855 

Phone: (906) 228-2300 
Fax: (906) 228-2527 

E-mail: ngls@nglsynod.org 

Northern Great Lakes Synod 

Synod Website: 
www.nglsynod.org 

 
Find us on Facebook  

May 31-June 6 Gisele Duehring 

June 7-13 Pastor Mark Laatsch 

June 14-20 Pastor Brenda Greenwald 
June 21-27 Pastor Molly Eversoll 

June 28-July 4 Faith & Trinity, Ishpeming Confirmation Class 
July 5-11 Bishop Emeritus Thomas Skrenes 
July 12-18 Roland Jacobson 

July 19-25 Kelly Ylitalo 

July 26-August 1 Pam Durbin 
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2020 Schedule 
 
 

Register with 
Synod by 
July 15 

 
Late August 

VIRTUAL SESSION #1  
Building Blocks for Generosity 
 

Early September 
VIRTUAL SESSION #2  
An Effective, Inspiring 
Stewardship Appeal 
 

Late September 
VIRTUAL SESSION #3 
Sharing Stories of Generosity, 
Achieving a Strong Response 
(Part 1) 
 

Mid-October 
VIRTUAL SESSION #4 
Achieving a Strong Response 
(Part 2) 
 

Early November 
VIRTUAL SESSION #5 
Sharing Results and an 
Effective Follow-Up 
 

Late November 
VIRTUAL SESSION #6 
Finishing the Year Strong 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM FOR 
CONGREGATIONS SEEKING TO: 

� Stabilize and grow financial giving  
� Teach Biblical stewardship principles 
� Help members discover generosity 
� Begin building a foundation for a 

generous culture 
 
PARTICIPATING CONGREGATIONS 
WILL RECEIVE: 

� An easily implemented program 
designed to stimulate generosity even 
through national economic uncertainty 
i Professionally designed, adaptable 

materials 
i Letter templates for the stewardship 

drive 
� Six virtual, live training events with a 

GSB Consultant to guide congregations 
through a sound stewardship appeal 

� Clear tactics for sharing information 
and inspiration about your 
congregation’s ministry 

� 1:1 guidance from your GSB Consultant 
� At least 7 videos teaching the principles 

of this program 
� The ability to achieve a strong financial 

response even in uncertain times 
� 3 copies of Abundance: Creating a 

Culture of Generosity, by GSB Partner 
Michael Ward, published by Fortress 
Press. 
 

BEGINNING A 
CULTURE OF GENEROSITY 
 

Guiding you through your fall stewardship Appeal. 
A SERVICE OF GSB AND THE NORTHERN GREAT LAKES SYNOD. 
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ADDITIONAL 
STEWARDSHIP HELP 
 
Across the country GSB works 
with congregations through 
Stewardship for All Seasons 
(SAS), a comprehensive 
stewardship program designed to 
fully create a culture of 
generosity. Congregations in 
their first year of SAS normally 
increase revenue by 10-15% and 
often much more than that. A far 
more personalized program with 
congregations who commit for a 
full year or more, SAS provides a 
deep dive into growing generosity 
in the church. If you are 
interested in this program, new 
cohorts are being launched. 
Contact the Synod Office for more 
information. 
 
Here is what one pastor said in 
response to how SAS helped them 
during the first weeks of the 
national shut-down surrounding 
Covid 19: 
 

“We are definitely much more prepared 
for a crisis like we find ourselves in today 
because of the work we have been doing 
in Stewardship for All Seasons. People 
are investing in our mission, not giving to 
save a church. We are telling our story to 
reflect the impact we are making. This 
past Sunday, giving was really strong, 
even though the governor ordered us to 
not meet in person for worship. We are 
blessed that we made the decision to join 
SAS two years ago.” 
 

Pastor Jonathan Bull St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, Westerville, Ohio 

 

EXPECTED RESULTS AND PROGRAM COST 
 

The program aims for participating congregations 
participating in 2020 is to stabilize current year 
giving to 2019 (pre-coronavirus) levels, with the 
potential for modest growth above that level for 2021. 
 

Program cost   $450 per congregation 
Synod funding - $100 per congregation 
 

Total cost to congregation   $350 due with 
              registration 
 

* This program could qualify for Thrivent Action Team grants 
  (a $250 value). Contact a Thrivent Financial member for details. 
 
REGISTRATION FORM 
[Please Print Clearly] 
 

Yes, Bishop Finegan we accept your invitation to join 
Beginning a Culture of Generosity.   
 
_________________________________________________ 
CONGREGATION NAME 

_______________________________________________ 
CITY 

_________________________________________________ 
CONTACT PERSON NAME 

_________________________________________________ 
EMAIL  

SEND BOOKS TO  
 
_________________________________________________ 
NAME 

_________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS 

_________________________________________________ 
CITY    STATE  ZIP 

Please enclose a check for $350 to fully cover the cost of 
this program.  
For more information, contact Rev. Jim 
Duehring jduehring@nglsynod.org 906-251-0247 

BEGINNING A 
CULTURE OF GENEROSITY 
 

Guiding you through your fall stewardship Appeal. 
A SERVICE OF GSB AND THE NORTHERN GREAT LAKES SYNOD. 
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“Stewardship’s Flip-side: 
Recognizing and Removing Obstacles to Generosity” 
 
 
 

ELCA Regional Manager 
for MIF (Mission Investment Fund)  

 Rev. Richard Wehrs 
 

Friday, August 28 
2pm to 5pm Central Time 

This event is tentatively scheduled to be an in-person 
event at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp,  

But it could change to a Zoom only presentation 

Cost: FREE! and is Open to Everyone! 
  

Description: 

Too often our church stewardship is focused solely on the church member’s obligation to give – 
and fails to recognize the church’s obligations to its donor base.  This workshop will focus on 
the 12 “donor confidence” factors which can either bolster or undermine your congregation’s 
stewardship efforts.  Learn what you can do, throughout the year, to reduce the gap between 
your contributors’ financial capacity, and their financial will, by learning from the non-profit 
fundraising industry. 

Presenter information: 

Pastor Richard Wehrs is our Regional Manager for the ELCA Mission Investment Fund, working 
with 13 synods in the states of Michigan, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana and Kentucky.  He brings to 
this position extensive experience as a consultant in church stewardship, fundraising, building 
projects and strategic planning, having worked with scores of congregations around the 
country over the last 16 years.   

Registration:  Pre-registration is needed. If this event is via Zoom, a link will be sent to you. 
Call or email Pastor Jim Duehring (906-251-0247) or jduehring@nglsynod.org 

Lodging:  (If this still applies) If you need overnight lodging on Friday night, please contact 
Pastor Jim by July 15.  You would be responsible for your own lodging costs at Fortune Lake.  

mailto:jduehring@nglsynod.org


 

Stewardship Workshop for 
Congregational Leaders  

(Rostered and Lay People) 

Presented by Grace Duddy Pomroy 

 

Saturday, August 22, 2020 
Session 1:  10am to 12 noon CDT 

                      11am to 1pm EDT 

Session 2:  2pm to 4pm CDT 

                3pm to 5pm EDT 

This workshop will be a Zoom Presentation with 
breakout sessions 

Grace Duddy Pomroy is co-author of the book, Embracing Stewardship: How to Put 
Stewardship at the Heart of Your Congregation’s Life.  Grace Duddy Pomroy is the 
director of the Stewardship Leaders Program at Luther Seminary. She's a lay, millennial 
stewardship leader, speaker, and financial educator based in Minneapolis. Grace blogs 
on her website, gracepomroy.com, where she helps people connect their money and 
their values to create a more fulfilling life.  

You will come away with practical ideas for implementing a vital 
stewardship program in your congregation based on sound 
theology with attention to modern realities.  

“Embrace stewardship, not as a committee, but as a ministry that 
pervades all aspects of congregational life.”    

 (from the introduction of Embracing Stewardship) 

Cost:  Free!  

Registration needed by August 20, so that the Zoom link can be sent to you. 
Contact Pastor Jim Duehring at jduehring@nglsynod.org.   

Copies of the book, Embracing Stewardship will be available at a discounted 
price! 

A Zoom recording of this workshop will appear on the synod website 

This event is offered with financial support from the 
Northern Great Lakes Synod Equipping the Saints Fund 

mailto:jduehring@nglsynod.org


 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 

     Prayer Calendar - June 2020 
 

1 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Paul Holmstrom (6/2), Lauri 
Maki (6/3), Nick Johannes (6/6), Jay Welshonse (6/12), Terry Frankenstein (6/14), 
Richard Likeness (6/15), and Melinda VanderSys (6/18). 

2 Pray for all graduates beginning a new phase of life. May God bless them with the 
Spirit of courage and adventure as they work to achieve their goals. May God surround 
them with support systems and faithful mentors as they face challenges and temptations.    

3 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Doug Pohlman (6/2), Fran Strong (6/4), David Van Kley (6/4), Ken Michaelis (6/5), 
Peter Vorhes (6/6), Keith Kolstad (6/7), Warren Geier (6/7), David Echelbarger (6/10), 
and Lee Goodwin (6/14). 

4 Pray for all those who are pondering whether to answer a call to train as 
ministers of Word and Sacrament or Word and Service. May God guide them as they 
consider the call. 

5 Pray for the members of Faith Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Faith Lutheran 
Church, Salisbury, MD; Feagaville Parish, Frederick, MD; and First English 
Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD. 

6 For school children dealing with the strangeness of online learning and figuring out how 
to do summer vacations. May they continue to learn and grow and take the time to 
exercise their minds and bodies in play. 

7 Pray for all the faithful around the world as we celebrate the mysteries of God’s 
diversity within unity on this Holy Trinity Sunday. 

8 Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered 
leaders to serve them, especially Bethlehem Lutheran in Florence and Bethany Lutheran 
in Mohawk. 

9 For all those hoping to travel for graduations, weddings, or vacations. May they all 
find ways to be safe and healthy. 

10 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today to plan and coordinate events and activities 
throughout our Synod. 

11 Pray for members of Magogoni Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and 
their partner congregation Christ the King Lutheran Church, Escanaba, MI. 

12 Pray for Licensed Lay Ministers who celebrate birthdays this month: Elaine 
Hendrickson (6/12). 

13 Pray for all Northern Wisconsin and Upper Michigan communities as they open 
more and more. May we all care for one another and keep one another safe. 

14 Pray for farmers and ranchers, fishers and beekeepers, and all who produce 
our food. May God bless them with favorable weather, sunshine and rain at appropriate 
times, and safety in the midst of their work. May God fill us with gratitude as we eat what 
they have provided for us. 
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“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 

15 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month:  
Micheal Laakko (6/15), Stacy Pethke (6/16), David Jensen (6/17), Maxine Gray (6/17), 
and Mark Laatsch (6/17).  

16 Pray for Pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Dean Marin (6/22), Breanne 
Kinnunen (6/22), Kay Richter (6/22), Jon Magnuson (6/25), Bill Jacobson (6/25), and 
Duane Priebe (6/29) 

17 Pray for Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp as they make plans, adapt, and grieve the 
changes to their summer camping season. 

18 Pray for our Leadership Support Committee as they meet today. May the Spirit of joy 
and curiosity fill them, and may God bless all of our rostered and lay leaders as they 
continue to serve God’s people. 

19 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month:   
Earl Bergh (6/19), George Olson (6/19), Jon Magnuson (6/19), Ingmar Levin (6/20), Les 
Niemi (6/20), Matt Lamb (6/21), Bob Langseth (6/22), and Raymond Korry (6/22). 

20 Pray for our Lutheran Campus Ministry leaders as continue to find ways to care for 
students who have had so many aspects of their lives turned upside-down in recent 
months. 

21 Offer prayers of thanksgiving for fathers on Father’s Day.  Pray that all fathers 
become involved, responsible parents who raise their children to be caring individuals who 
will have fulfilling lives. 

22 Pray for Lutheran Disaster Response as they continue to work with those dealing 
with and recovering from COVID-19, floods, fires, earthquakes, tornados, and other 
natural and man-made disasters. 

23 Pray for our vulnerable friends, neighbors, and loved ones, especially those who 
are lonely and isolated. May we find new ways of sharing God’s love with those in need. 

24 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Stephen Gauger (6/25), John Kuziej (6/25), Eleanor Russey (6/25), Wally Leno (6/26), 
Dean Marin (6/26), Philip Johnson (6/26), David Johnson (6/26), Paul Holmstrom 
(6/27), Lauri Maki (6/28), David Murphy (6/28), and Paul Raappana (6/29). 

25 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today to plan and coordinate events and activities 
throughout our Synod. 

26 Pray for the members of First Lutheran Church, Ellicott City, MD; Foxville-
Greensburg Parish, Smithsburg, MD; Glen Lutheran Church, Glen Burnie, 
MD; and Global Peace Lutheran Fellowship, Frederick, MD. 

27 Pray for law enforcement officers and other first responders as they watch over 
our communities and keep us safe. May they be well-supported and receive the respite they 
need after long and difficult shifts. 

28 Pray for Call Committees and Councils as they lead our congregations and work with 
rostered leaders in transition. May the Holy Spirit guide all decisions with wisdom and 
strength. 

29 Pray for Scientists and Researchers who study our world and help us to find solutions 
to problems like novel corona virus infections, global warming, and rising sea levels. May 
we all support them and trust their expertise and knowledge. 

30 Pray for all who are preparing for marriage. May God bless relationships with love, 
courage, forgiveness and peace. 



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 
                Prayer Calendar - July 2020 

 
1 Pray for all those facing addictions to drugs or alcohol.  May God lead them to seek 

help and forgive them when they make mistakes. 

2 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Bob Patrick (7/1), D.J. Rasner (7/2), Jared Howard (7/7), Andrea Fluegel (7/11), Tammy 
Barthels (7/11), Ann Gonyea (7/12), and Brenda Greenwald (7/14). 

3 Pray for Licensed Lay Ministers who celebrate their birthdays this month: 
Micah Cavaleri (7/2). 

4 Pray for our nation as we celebrate independence this day.  May God guide our nation’s 
leaders to work for the rights, welfare, and dignity of people everywhere. 

5 Pray for the members of Gloria Dei! Lutheran Church, Arnold, MD; Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Bel Air, MD; Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
Frederick, MD; and Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Wilmington, DE. 

6 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month:  Dean Peterson (7/6), Jennie 
Johnson Wrege (7/7), Mark Laatsch (7/7), Stacy Pethke (7/7), Ann Gonyea (7/8), Ken 
Michaelis (7/9), Norm Peterson (7/9), Steven Anderson (7/9), Keith Kolstad (7/9), Nicole 
Hanson-Lynn (7/9), Ingmar Levin (7/10), D.J. Rasner (7/10), and Kayla Keilholtz (7/10). 

7 Pray for planters. May God bless all those who grow food on farms and in backyards. 
May God bless those whose plants provide beauty for all who pass by. 

8 Pray for men and women in the armed forces who are away from their homes and 
stand in harm’s way and for their families who miss them. May God’s peace fill their 
hearts and may they return home safely. 

9 Pray for those in nursing homes and care facilities across our Synod and for 
their families who wish they could visit more than sometimes seems possible. May God 
fill them with a Spirit of hope and good cheer. 

10 Pray that we may be good stewards of all the lakes, rivers, streams, and waterfalls 
that grace this Synod. May God teach us how to keep them clean and beautiful for future 
generations. 

11 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month:  Gerald Anderson (7/17), Devon 
Barrix (7/24), and Raymond Korry (7/27). 

12 Pray for all clergy in transition as they move to new calls, make transitions to new 
communities, and navigate the complications of COVID-19 restrictions. 

13 Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered 
leaders to serve them, especially Mission United Lutheran Church in Pelkie, Immanuel 
Lutheran in Escanaba, and Bethany Lutheran in Republic. 

14 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today to plan and coordinate events and activities 
throughout our Synod. 

15 Pray for members of Yombo Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and 
their partner congregation Immanuel Lutheran Church, Negaunee, MI. 
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“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 

16 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Gerald Anderson (7/20), Scott Ehle (7/21), Allan Johnson (7/25), David Tielbar (7/25), 
Jim Duehring (7/26), Katherine Finegan (7/28), and Avery Carr (7/29). 

17 Pray for refugees around the world. May God bring them to safety as they flee from 
war zones, violence, and natural disasters. May God teach us compassion and help us to 
care for those who have lost so much. 

18 Pray that we can help children discover the joy of reading this summer.  May God 
show us ways to use local libraries and to share our books with others. 

19 Pray for firefighters, police officers, first responders, and others who put 
themselves in harm’s way to help and protect others. May God give them a Spirit of 
courage and wisdom, compassion and patience, as they respond to tense situations. 

20 Pray for educational administrators at elementary and secondary schools, colleges 
and universities, and seminaries as they make plans for the fall amid concerns of new 
coronavirus surges. 

21 Pray for those with macular degeneration and other visual impairments. May God 
keep them safe, bless medical researchers with new ideas for treatment, and provide them 
with caregivers to help them negotiate in the midst of a sighted world. 

22 On this day when we remember St. Mary Magdalene, pray for all those who boldly 
tell their stories of encountering our living Lord, Jesus Christ. May God bless them with 
the words they need so that those who listen hear the Good News of new life in Jesus. 

23 Pray for youth and families who struggle with hunger during the summer when schools 
are not providing meals. May God show them where resources are available. May God help 
us to be generous in our caring for them. 

24 Pray for Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp as the staff looks ahead and makes plans for 
the fall and the future of their ministry. 

25 Pray prayers of thanks for the sunshine and the rain, the birds and the flowers, 
the smell of fresh mown grass. May we all be filled with the Spirit of thankfulness this 
summer. 

26 Pray for those who struggle with gender orientation and identity. May God bless 
them with peace and confidence in who God has created them to be. May God fill their 
lives with people who understand and support them in all they do. 

27 Pray for all who participate in county fairs – those who bring entries, those who work 
at booths and concession stands, those who judge entries, and those who enjoy the 
carnivals and shows. May God bless them with all they need along the way. 

28 Pray for caregivers everywhere who grow weary from carrying burdens for loved ones 
who can no longer care for themselves. May God give them strength and respite. 

29 Pray for loggers and state and national forest service workers as they care for our 
beautiful Northwoods. 

30 On this International Day of Friendship, pray for all your friends and then also 
pray for all your enemies. 

31 Pray for the members of Grace English Lutheran Church, Lutherville, MD; Grace 
of God Lutheran Church, Millsboro, DE; Grace Lutheran Church, Easton, MD; 
and Grace Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD. 


